
 
 The 'Papagowan Pony Pals' had a fabulous time at the 
Interschools Equestrian Competition on Otago Anniversary 
weekend. 
 
The team was Izzy Montaperto on Dubbo, Bella Mackenzie 
on Drummer, Prue Leckie on Oreo, and Robyn Brar on Billy. 
 
The girls were very successful and took out the overall win in 
the Primary section, for which they won the Otago Field Days 
Championship Shield.  
 
They won the team turnout. All of them won their dressage 
section. Prue, Bella and Izzy won their jumping section, 
Robyn was second in hers. Then they were second in the fun 
team fancy dress class at the end of the day - they went as 
the 'Circus Papagowan', which was the girls' idea and 
involved a lot of planning. 
 

More importantly, they 
were a great team and 
supported each other 
so well all day. A lot of 
fun was had and good 
memories were made! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Regular attendance at school is very important. 

 
 

School Notices 
 
Uniform Prices. Due to one of our suppliers increasing their price for uniform we are having to raise the price. This 
will take effect from 1st April and is only for Polar Fleeces at this stage. We make no profit from the sale of uniform, it 
is sold to families at cost. Please see below for new pricing. 
 
Ardgowan School Sunhats are mandatory for ALL children to wear during Terms 1 and 4. Hats are available for 
purchase at the school office in 4 different sizes for $23 per hat. Please make sure your child’s hat is clearly named as 
they are easily misplaced. 
 
Drink bottles - these are a must for all children to have every day while at school. Please ensure their drink bottle is 
full of water, and is in their bag every morning. 
 
Signing out - If your child is leaving school early, or you are collecting your child during school time for any reason, 
please ensure you come to the office to sign them out. Should we have an emergency, it is vitally important that we 
know whether your son / daughter is on / off the school grounds. 
 
POLICE VETTING for parents and caregivers. 
If you would like to accompany the children on school trips and camps it is a requirement by law that all parents / caregivers be 
police vetted, and that the vet be current with our school. If you would like to be police vetted to enable you to join in these 
activities, please contact the school office. We have forms available  on paper, or can email out to you if you prefer. Vetting lasts 3 
years and there is no cost to you. A primary and Secondary form of ID must be provided on application. 
 

A couple of reminders for families around drop off and pick up times. 
The Drop and Drive area is to be used for Drop and Drive only - NO PARKING. 
The car park is for parking to drop off and pick up your child only - NO DROP AND DRIVE. 
Please help to keep the children safe by using both areas for their intended purpose only as it creates frustration for other users 
when they are used inappropriately. 
Please drive carefully when in and around our school. 
 
➕Hand Foot and Mouth Disease.   We have had a confirmed case of Hand, Foot and Mouth within the 
school.  
Here is some general information for families should we get more cases. 
You can pass the infection to others for 7 to 10 days from the start of the illness. To reduce the risk of spreading the infection: 

●​ wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water 



●​ avoid close contact with people, such as kissing, hugging and sharing toys or eating utensils 
●​ keep your tamaiti (child) home from childcare or school until their fever has gone and their blisters have dried. 

If your tamaiti only has a few blisters on their hands or feet, and none in their mouth, they can attend childcare or school so long as 
they feel well and you can cover the blisters. Please follow the link below for further information. 
Hand, foot and mouth disease 
 
 
Our school event calendar for the year is on our website: 
ardgowan.school.nz/pages/calendar 
under the News and Events Tab at the top. It is regularly updated with as 
many dates as possible but please be aware some dates - especially those 
further on in the year, may change. 
 
SCHEDULE OF LUNCHES  TERM ONE 2026 
MONDAY   Hot Eaties in the pie warmer.  
Items to be securely wrapped in tin foil and named with a vivid. No Bowls as they 
take up too much room. Items can be taken to class on the morning and put in the class tray to be transferred to the pie warmer. Please have items 
defrosted. 
TUESDAY  - OWN LUNCH 
WEDNESDAY - OWN LUNCH 
THURSDAY   Subway orders every week. Please have orders into the school office by Wednesday mornings. Order envelopes are available at the 
school office. Correct cash please.  
FRIDAY      Hot Eaties in the pie warmer. 
Please ensure that your child has a drink bottle at all times of the year. Our school promotes healthy eating whenever possible, a piece of fruit each 
day, and choosing healthy snack options for your child's lunchbox is a great way to ensure they get the best out of their day. It also greatly helps to 
cut down on the amount of plastic packaging we have to send to the tip each week. 
 

Changed your address or phone number?   Please let the office know. 
 

Important Term 2 Dates for the Diary 
School website calendar: ardgowan.school.nz/pages/calendar 
 
March 2026 
Tuesday 31st - BOT Meeting 5:30pm 
Friday 3rd April - Good Friday - School closed. School holidays start. 
 
April 2026 
Monday 20th April - First day of term 2. 
Monday 27th April - ANZAC Day observed. 
Thursday 30th April - Ardgowan Home and School AGM 7:30pm at school. 
 
May 2026 
Tuesday 5th May - BOT Meeting 
Friday 8th May - Year 8 day - Papakaio 
Tuesday 26th - Friday 29th May - Tech Year 7 & 8 at OIS 
 
June 2026 
Monday 1st June - Kings Birthday - school closed 
Thursday 11th June - WRSN speech finals 
Tuesday 23rd June - BOT Meeting 
 
July 2026 
Friday 3rd - Last day of Term 2. 
 

UNIFORM PRICES 
Polo top Size 6 - 16 $32.50 
Polo top Size S, M, L $37.00 
Polar Fleece Size 4 - 14  $45.00    $48 as at 1st April 
Polar Fleece Size S, M, L $54.00  $57 as at 1st April 
Sunhats $23.00 
 
A full range of sizes are now in stock in the office 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.healthnz.govt.nz_health-2Dtopics_conditions-2Dtreatments_infectious-2Ddiseases_hand-2Dfoot-2Dand-2Dmouth-2Ddisease&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=7qk70vQz5zOkPsxDR_tYZDEzEck-m3Gbcqwzr3oxP1s&m=56PDLgW-EzFNhfiGKHG1I7mT21rmWgA5C-XEp_LUtOXiKR_WAU3GQdaaSVtHyhlr&s=fLahX2CgicSyU1TMRn4riBIgkzka2dECSMfAXHggeS4&e=


 

Joke / Riddle of the week:   I can bat, but I never hit. I am near a ball but it never gets thrown. 

What am I? 

ARDGOWAN  HOME  AND  SCHOOL  
 

    Home and School Notice 

Ardgowan Home and School would like to thank all our wonderful sponsors who have supported our 
Grocery Grab Raffle.​

We also extend a big thank you to all the families who have sold tickets and returned them to the school 
office. 

Please note that our Derby Night fundraiser has been cancelled. 

Our next AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 30th April at Ardgowan School and we welcome anyone who would 
like to come along. 

If you wish to be a part of any of our events or know of a way we can help within our school community, 
please don't hesitate to reach out, We would love to hear from you. 

homeandschool@ardgowan.school.nz 

  
 

 

Absentees. Please inform the school via email, phone or Skool Loop if your child is going to be absent or late to school for any 
reason. Please expect a phone call or email from our school office if you have not contacted us - this is to ensure all children are 
safe, and is a Ministry of Education requirement which all schools must follow. 

Please keep your child home if they are showing signs of sickness and let the office know. 

 

School and Community Feedback Our Board of Trustees really values feedback from our school families and community. If you 
have any comments or feedback please feel free to email feedback@ardgowan.school.nz all communication is treated confidentially 
 
BUS FAMILIES. If your child is getting off at a different stop in the 

afternoon to what they would normally, please give Pearsons a call or inform 

the school office so we can let the bus driver know. For safety reasons they 

are unable to drop children off at alternative stops unless prior parental 

permission is given 

 

PLEASE DON’T PARK ON THE BERM! Our neighbours across the 
road have a lovely area of grass in front of their house, but vehicles 
parked there cause a considerable safety hazard to the residents and 
other road users.Tyre marks on their lawn are not appreciated. Your 
cooperation with this is greatly appreciated. 
 

Wild Dunedin – NZ Festival of Nature returns these Autumn 
school holidays (10–19 April) with more than 200 events 
celebrating the incredible wildlife and landscapes of our region. 
There are activities for the whole family, and many events are 
free. 

Enjoy big days out at Tūhura Otago Museum, visit NatureDome at 
Forsyth Barr Stadium with Suzy Cato, take part in interactive 
experiences, enjoy a screening of Happy Feet, or join the Wild Ride 
along the Otago Harbour Cycleway with fun challenges and activities 
along the way. 

There is so much to explore these holidays. Discover the full programme 
and book your events at wilddunedin.nz 

mailto:feedback@ardgowan.school.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__wilddunedin.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=ennWBDCGBc2KMC2bnf4a7G3sezeo8OUwiFDWBylwdFY&m=ajdRlfRUHeKzGeb2dDMB5HpxgYHjBZdnFMzl9weEsY74XxaviJjqbJhIFDgV3JES&s=mXJU56J95OSaiUQ3Lsw_N1dNsiud5L5iKPhcHMXGmGo&e=


Riddle answer: Eyelashes. 
 
Southern Football is excited to deliver a series of Holiday Football Clinics across Timaru, Oamaru, and Geraldine this 
April, providing young players with a fun and engaging way to stay active during the school holidays. 
These sessions are designed for both new and experienced players, giving everyone the opportunity to develop their 
football skills in a positive and supportive environment. 
Whether your child is trying football for the first time or already plays regularly, our clinics focus on skill development, 
confidence, teamwork, and enjoying the game. 
  
GIRLS FOOTBALL OPPORTUNITIES 
We are particularly excited to be offering Girls Only Clinics across all three locations. 
These sessions are designed to create a supportive environment where girls can develop their skills, build confidence, 
and enjoy playing with other female players.​
Additionally we have a session dedicated to female players looking to grow and develop in a high performance 
environment. 
Girls football is continuing to grow across the region, and these sessions are a great opportunity for players to: 

●​ Try football for the first time 
●​ Develop their technical skills 
●​ Connect with other girls playing the game 

Sessions are available for both younger players and older age groups, ensuring everyone has a chance to be 
involved. 
  
WORLD CUP 5v5 TOURNAMENT DAY 
One of the highlights of the holiday programme will be our World Cup 5v5 Tournament Day in Timaru. 
With the World Cup upcoming, Players will have the 
opportunity to form teams representing countries 
and compete in a fun World Cup style tournament, 
with small-sided games designed to maximise 
touches, goals, and excitement. 
This day will bring the energy and excitement of the 
global game to South Canterbury and is sure to be 
one of the most enjoyable days of the holidays. 
Expect: 

●​ Lots of games 
●​ Team spirit and friendly competition 
●​ A festival atmosphere celebrating football 

Players of all ages are welcome to take part. 
  
OPEN TO ALL PLAYERS 
Our holiday clinics are open to: 

 New players wanting to try football​
 Current players wanting extra training​
 Boys and girls across a range of age groups​
 Players from any club or school 

Everyone is welcome. 
  
VOLUNTEER COACHES WANTED 
We are also looking for members of the football 
community who may be interested in helping out as 
a volunteer coach for a day during the programme. 
If you enjoy working with young players and would like to support football development in the region, we would love to 
hear from you. 
  
REGISTER OR ENQUIRE 
To register or find out more about any of the holiday clinics: 
leigh@southernfootball.co.nz 
Timaru and Geraldine – https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/504808 
Oamaru – https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/503009 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sporty.co.nz_viewform_504808&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=ennWBDCGBc2KMC2bnf4a7G3sezeo8OUwiFDWBylwdFY&m=ezfy0UO0PxoM-n7OKmLZB1fE_wH4cwiI4CARqnLmD6FCF17OGr9Xl3brzjaJx9e4&s=5Chu5BNAEAMuoBbobUV11tgpLyWX8wcHqD7bttEskjg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.sporty.co.nz_viewform_503009&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=ennWBDCGBc2KMC2bnf4a7G3sezeo8OUwiFDWBylwdFY&m=ezfy0UO0PxoM-n7OKmLZB1fE_wH4cwiI4CARqnLmD6FCF17OGr9Xl3brzjaJx9e4&s=ItsLu-qKd3Kkd0ESlls3UcNSeMT6_vOuzPpm1hwEoyE&e=


               
Purebred English Staffordshire Terrier puppies for sale. Ready for their forever homes at the end 

of April $1900. All beautiful Boys. Please phone Sue 0276895762. 
 
 


